
м  

TORQUETUBE 

Newsletter of Riley Motor Club Qld , Australia Inc. Decem-

ber 2016 

www.rileyqld.org.au 
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secretary of the Queensland Riley Car Club pictured with his 1950 
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Editorial 

This monthôs edition features Rileys on the Sunny coast. 

Featured is Mark Baldockôs RMB in Caloundra, Brian 

Jacksonôs RMF and a surprise offering from Ian Hender-

son about a recent event in his RMC. Thank you also to 

Simon Schooneveldt for his cool articles about effective 

radiator modifications and the history of his Riley Elf.  

A brief visit was made to the clubhouse last Tuesday 22 

November and much noise was being created by indus-

trious members who were framing the club house ready 

for the Christmas club lunch. On the same day, found in 

the spare parts annex under a sad Pathfinder, was seen 

Greg May and Brian Jackson. Brian Jackson was offering 

the Pathfinder to a good home  for free but the engine 

was already taken. 

In the meantime new learnings with Microsoft Publisher 

have resulted in what you may consider to be a better 

quality Torquetube. What do you think about the chang-

es? 

Further investigations into best fit mains slipper shells for 
RMBs has revealed that the item code for the slipper 
shells used in my RMB is BRMF 595-50. They suit 
Mitsubishi diesel truck engines MF 6D 14, 15 or 16. You 
may care to check this against a catalogue. The mark-
ings on the bearings is EG291 and under that US 050.  

Bending the rear window inner                    

frame for Albert 
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ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΣ ƛǘǎ hŶŎŜǊǎΣ ƻǊ ƛǘǎ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ 

The  Editor appreciates receiving articles by  the 21st of each month 

mailto:norest1@bigpond.com
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EVENTS PROGRAM 

December 8th  Thursday  at 7.30 PM                                  
Monthly general meeting of the Queensland Riley 
Car Club held at the Queensland Riley Car Club-
house, Samford showgrounds 

 

December  11th     Sunday at 8.15 AM              
Breakfast run to 'Pit Stop Cafe' on Mt Mee. Depart 
Samford at 0815 sharp and route via Dayboro and 
up to Mt Mee. Please either join in enroute or go 
direct for breakfast from 0930. We have a reserved 
area with magnificent views .                                                
Inquiries call Trevor. 0407 717 853 

 

December 18th Sunday at 10 AM               
CHRISTMAS PARTY and gymkhana at the club-
house at 10.00am. See advertisement this page. 

  

January 15th   Sunday 2017                       
Presidents Run. Details are on page 4 

February AGM. Date and timings will be pub-
lished in the February edition of Torquetube, to be 
published late January 

 

Queensland Rileys Christmas 
Party. 

 
This year our Christmas Lunch will be 
held in our Clubhouse and will be pre-
ceded by an gymkhana onsite.  We are 
hoping for a high participation rate in 

the Gymkhana by Members. Should be a 
lot of fun and there may be a trophy for 
the best performance! It promises to be 
a wonderful day enjoyed by our Riley 

family and friends. 
Sunday 18th 10 am start ð morning tea 

& gymkhana followed by lunch 
The Club will supply the Christmas 

Ham and we ask that you supply a sal-

ad and/or sweet. BYO Drinks. 
RSVPõs are necessary for catering pur-
poses ð please contact Wendy Lonie 

Club Captains Report for Decem-
ber. 

Our November run to Old Petrie Town 
was a success with 10 cars attending.  

It was a live steam day, with Traction 
Engines and many wonderful exhibits, 
and our display of cars on the village 
green attracted much interest. 

Our December event is the Christmas 
Party and Gymkhana at the Riley 
Clubhouse and the Samford Show-
grounds commencing at 10 am. 
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2017 Presidents Run - 
Sunday 15th January. 

Please join us on our first Rally for 2017 

 At 9am meet at the B.P. roadhouse (Western side) on the Bruce 
Highway, travel in convoy to Bribie Island where we will have morning 
tea, hopefully on The Passage Foreshore (weather permitting). Please 

bring folder chairs and a flask of boiling water. We will supply tea, coffee 
and treats (including g/f). 

After morning tea, we will go on a little journey around beautiful 
Bribie Island before heading back across the bridge for lunch at 

Sandstone Point Oyster Shacks. Your choice here whether to BYO 
lunch/drinks or purchase lunch. Fish, seafood, chips and salad are 

available. 

Parking can be tight at the Tavern, so after parking, head through the 
Tavern towards the Oyster Shack on the Pumicestone Passage. (Bring 

your chairs and may I suggest a hat!) 

Hopefully the weather will be glorious. 

RS.V.P please by 7th January, so we don't leave without you 

Wendy Lonie Mob: 0417 857075 
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Life with  RMB  60S6794 by Mark Baldock 
  

I purchased my first RMB in about 1968. At the 
time I was studying at a University to qualify me 
for a career in civil engineering. On weekends, I 
worked in a service station that had a full work-
shop. On Friday nights, the workshop including 
its car hoist and full set of tools were sometimes 
available for my exclusive use, which made a 
pleasant change to the dirt floor in my fatherôs 
garage at home. It was an ideal situation for a 19 
or 20-year-old who was interested in restoring a 
classic car such as a Riley.  The car had done 
240,000 miles at the time so it was ready for a 
rebuild. The engine was taken out and in those 
days REPCO did Babbitt metal bearings ï that is 
they re-metalled the big ends with white metal 
then hand finished to get required tolerances. 
The main bearings were in good condition and 
were not touched. New pistons and valves were 
fitted as well. The car was also repainted and 
new tyres were fitted, the clutch was replaced 
and the brakes were restored. Nearly all the work 
was done on my fatherôs garage floor with the 

occasional luxury of a night at the service station, 
but after four years of restoration work the task 
was still not completed and I wanted a car that I 
could drive, so the Riley was sold and a VW pro-
ject was commenced.  
 
For those interested, the VW was a 1958 beetle 
purchased separately as a platform only, to 
which was added a 1500cc engine, complete 
with extractors, big valves and a twin throat car-
bie. The suspension was lowered, rear camber 
altered, wider rims and front disc brakes fitted, all 
topped off with a body sourced independently. It 
was a great little car and was good for 150Kph or 
so.  This may sound like an unusual choice to 
some readers but I always knew that someday I 
would get another Riley. 
 
Some 40yrs later as circumstances changed, the 
urge to get another Riley finally got the better of 
me and I looked up the Riley Qld site on the in-
ternet and subsequently contacted Alan Hill.  It 
was around about June, 2009 and I asked Alan if 

he knew of any RMBôs for saleΦ Alan put me onto 
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Pat and Betty Elliot who had decided to part with 
their 1950 RMB.  I was looking for a basically sound 
car that was presentable and could be slowly up-
graded if necessary over time.  My first experience 
of restoration had cured me of a long drawn out res-
toration; what I wanted was a car that I could enjoy 
driving and that any part that required repair or res-
toration work could be completed in a day or two. 
The Elliottôs car was exactly what I was looking for, 
so after a couple of trips to Coominya the car and a 
trailer load of stuff was mine. The car was a smart 
looking red RMB that Pat had looked after very well 
and although there were things that needed to be 
done I was sure that it would pass a roadworthy 
without too much difficulty. 

  
The trip from Coominya to the Sunshine Coast was 

uneventful, other than running out of petrol and hav-

ing to hang my hat over the oil pressure gauge to 

prevent becoming too paranoid when the engine 

was idling. Apart from an apparent oil pressure 

problem the car ran very well. Amongst the spares 

was a second incomplete engine, gearbox, genera-

tor and assorted bits and pieces that Pat had accu-

mulated over his 12 years or so of ownership 

 
I decided to fully register the vehicle and managed 

to find a very sympathetic safety certificate issuer 

who provided the certificate on the proviso that cer-

tain things were undertaken soon. This included a 

new exhaust system, replacement of front end 

bushes and new tyres. As result I had a fully regis-

tered RMB that I could work on as the urge took me. 

It was the ideal outcome that I had hoped for and 

over the next few months all the repairs that had 

been asked for were completed and the car was 

taken back to the issuer of the safety certificate and 

the car received his approval.  

  
Since that time over 8000 miles have been complet-

ed and the car has only stopped twice. On one oc-

casion the coil failed and after being delivered home 

by an RACQ tilt truck it simply required a few 

minutes to replace, . The other occasion was a little 

more serious as the headlamp switch shorted out 

starting a small under dash fire, but without too 

much difficulty the fire was extinguished, a tempo-

rary fix was completed and I could continue my jour-

ney. 

Dash and front chairs 

 
Initially as mentioned earlier, to meet the safety cer-
tificate requirements the left side wishbones were re
-bushed and later the right-hand ones were re-
placed. Of more concern to me was the brakes. 
With some method to the madness of restoration 
the first things done was getting the brakes up to 
scratch. This included fitting a new master cylin-
der kit, getting the front brake drums machined 
and brake linings replaced. Then the rear drums 
were machined, the flexible brake lines and the 
brake rod pins replaced and the linkages adjust-
ed.  With the important safety requirements com-
pleted attention was turned to other issues. 
 
Prior to Patôs ownership, the engine had been 
substantially rebuilt. The mains had not been 
touched, but the big ends were replaced with 
Bedford Truck slipper shells and JP pistons were 
fitted. The oil pressure however was a concern 
and I preferred to wear my hat rather than hang-
ing it over the oil gauge.  Fixing the oil pressure 
issue turned out to be reasonably easy. With the 
engine in the car the sump was removed, which 
revealed that the sump and engine internals were 
spotless, so much so that you could have eaten 
your dinner out of it. The oil pump was removed, 
disassembled and new oil pump gears were fitted 
and the assembly fitted back into the engine and 
sump and oil filter replaced.  


